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Introduction to the
Local Homeless Education Liaison Toolkit

According to legend...

If you wish to make an impact for one year, you plant corn.
If you wish to make an impact for a generation, you plant a tree.
But if you wish to make an impact for an eternity, you educate a child

—Author unknown

As the local homeless education liaison, you can facilitate the

enrollment and success of a child and make an impact that will
last an eternity.
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Goals for This Session

Provide an overview of the NCHE
Local Homeless Education Liaison Toolkit

Highlight key McKinney-Vento (MV)
Homeless Education Act requirements

Explain local liaison responsibllities

Highlight resources to support liaison work
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The Scale of Homelessness

e The U.S. saw a 38% increase Iin family
homelessness from 2007-2010

e More than 1.6 million (1 in 45) children under
the age of 18 were homeless in the U.S. in 2010

e According to data by the U.S. Department of
Education, for the first time in history, during the
2010-2011 school year, public schools identified
more than ONE MILLION homeless students -
the highest number on record

Pressing Issues Faced By Families Who Are Homeless, 4 MICHIGAN\Q\\
National Center on Family Homelessness, 2013 Educatlon



Who is homeless?

An individual who lacks a fixed, regular, and
adequate nighttime residence, including
children and youth who are:

e Sharing housing due to loss of housing or economic
hardship

e Living In motels, hotels, trailer parks, cars or camp
grounds due to lack of alternative adequate housing

e Living in emergency shelter or transitional housing
e Awaiting foster care (State definition applies)
e Abandoned in hospitals
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Available on MDE-MV and NCHE websites

Homeless Liaison
Toolkit, 2013 Edition

Includes:
> Requirements of the law

Best practices from the field
Sample forms
Links to resources

17 chapters on topics essential
to implementing the MV Act,
synthesized in an organized,
easy-to-read format

> Essentials that local liaisons
must know in order to carry out
their responsibllities

YV V VYV VY
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Homeless Education Liaison Toolkit: Chapters

1. Overview and History

2. LEA and Liaison
Responsibilities

3. Identification of Students
Exper. Homelessness

4. Determining Eligibility

5. Enrolling Homeless
Students

6. School Selection

7. Transportation

8. Dispute Resolution

September 2014

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

Unaccompanied
Homeless Youth

Working with Parents
Collaboration
Training and Awareness

Data Collection and
Requirements

Subgrants

Managing the Work
Related Legislation
Additional Resources

MICHIGAN\Q\\

Edication



App 1.A
App 2.A
App 2.B

App 2.C

App 3.A
App 4.A
App 5.A
App 5.B
App 6.A

App 7.A
App 8.A
App 8.B
App 9.A

App 9.A

Toolkit Appendices

History of the McKinney-Vento Act
Homeless Liaison Responsibilities

Quick Guide to Important Sections
of the McKinney-Vento Act

Understanding My Homeless
Education Program

Sample Residency Form

Legal Definition of Homelessness
Missing Documents

Sample Caregiver Form

School Selection Checklist for
Decision-Making

Sample Parent Contract

Written Enrollment Decision Notice
Dispute Review Guide

Unaccompanied Youth Eligibility
Flowchart Part 1

Unaccompanied Youth Eligibility
Flowchart Part 2

September 2014

App 10.A
App 11.A

App 11.B
App 11.C
App 12.A
App 12.B
App 14.A

App 15.A

App 15.B
App 15.C

App 15.D

App 15.E

Suggested Guidelines for a Parent
Agreement

McKinney-Vento Law and
Guidance Related to Collaboration

Collaborations Required by Law
Basic Tips for Collaboration
Presenter Tips

Common Signs of Homelessness

McKinney-Vento Subgrant
Authorized Activities

Template of Quadrants to
Determine Priorities

Top Five List

School Level Point of Contact
Information

Needs Assessment Worksheet and
Summary

Sample Barrier Tracking Form
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Toolkit Tables

Table 1.1 Brief History of the McKinney-Vento Act

Table 2.2 Understanding the Homeless Education
Program in My LEA

Table 2.3 Key Role Groups and Agencies to Contact
Table 8.1 Common Disagreements
Table 8.2 Diffusing Disputes: Issues and Strategies

Table 10.1 Challenges and Strategies for Working with
Homeless Parents

Table 11.1 Levels of Collaborative Effort

Table 14.1 Guiding Questions for McKinney-Vento
Subgrant Expenses

Table 15.1 Covey’s Quadrants vicricana )
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Strategies for Using the Toolkit

PRINT THE ENTIRE TOOLKIT & CREATE A
BINDER AS A DESK REFERENCE

Browse the Liaison Toolkit OFTEN
Read one section at a time In more detall

Use a highlighter or Post-It Notes to label
Important sections and/or flag items of use

ADD TABS FOR MDE & LEA ITEMS & NOTES
Refer to the Toolkit frequently to check decisions
Leave the Toolkit for any future District Liaisons
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Brief History of the McKinney-Vento (MV) Act

1987 1990 1994 2000 2001-2002
Education
Stewart B, subatle of Reauthornized as
McKmney MekG Act Mc!ﬁnney Act Name of law partof No Child
Homeless ed included in chanzed to Left Behind Act
Assistance Act Improving McKinpey-Vento  of 2001; signed
signed into law America’s Act mto lawin
Schools Act January, 2002.
(1AS4).
Required removal Added
Required states of enrollment preschool Strengthened
to review & bamers. Access s requirements to
revise residency  to & successin o Name of law provide acoess
requirements for = school setasgoal gzamrpa;ntal chan?:lto & success;
enrollment of Allowed ‘n"“‘l Sl hmw'f:“ required local
homeless educatonal interagency Baison in all
children & youth. services with i LEAs,
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McKinney-Vento (MV) Homeless Assistance Act

Reauthorizes the McKinney Act originally enacted
In 1987 - now Title X, Part C of the ESEA (NCLB)

Provides states with funding to support local
grants and statewide initiatives. (75% to LEAS)

Requires educational access, attendance, and
success for children and youth experiencing
homelessness

Requires every public school district to designate
a local MV Homeless Education Liaison

Outlines responsibilities for local liaisons
12 MlCHlGAN\t\\
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McKinney-Vento Act: Success

e Comparable services
e Parental involvement

e Liaison collaboration between social
service agencies and school districts

e Restriction of the segregation of
homeless students

e Support of Title | Program
13 MlCHlGAN\t\\
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McKinney-Vento Act: Enroliment

Requires public schools to immediately enroll
students experiencing homelessness, even when
lacking:

e Proof of residency

e Guardianship papers

e Birth certificates, school records, or other docs

e Medical records, including immunization records

 Required dress code items, including uniforms
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McKinney-Vento Act: Enroliment

e School placement
o School of origin, If the parent wishes & feasible

o School in area of current residency

e Educational rights posted
o In all public schools
o Inthe community

e Access for unaccompanied youth

e A dispute-resolution process
15 MICHIGAN\Q\\
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McKinney-Vento Act: Attendance

e Transportation

o District must provide transportation to homeless
students, on request, even if not provided to other
students

o School of origin and school of residence must agree
on transportation arrangement or share costs equally

e Attendance officers — to support attendance of
homeless students

e Truancy laws — apply differently if homelessness
IS reason for absences
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Identify Enrollment Barriers
“RED FLAGS”

Potential barriers for students who meet
the definition of homeless:

e Birth certificates

e Tuberculosis testing
e Social Security card
e Immunization and medical records
e School records

e Proof of residency

17 MICHIGAN@
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Take Action to Remove Barriers

e Review and revise LEA policies and practices
that pose barriers to homeless students

e Suggestions to ensure guidelines comply with the
McKinney-Vento Act:

o Conduct awareness training for school staff —
« Enrollment personnel & school secretaries
« Food service & maintenance staff
« Bus drivers
- Counselors
« Teachers & paraprofessionals

o Offer alternatives to substitute for required documents

o Identify school/district responsibilities mandated

in legislation " %ﬁ,.GAN?Q\\
ucation



LEA Requirements in the MV Act

The McKinney-Vento Act provides a number of
LEA requirements for serving homeless children
and youth in 42 U.S.C. 811432(9)(3):

Universally, LEAs must

e designate a staff person to carry out the duties
described in the McKinney-Vento Act as the local
homeless liaison;

e continue the student’s education in the school of
origin or a local public school that stably housed
students in the area are eligible to attend; and

e make school placement decisions based on the best
interest of the child or youth.
y MICHIGAN\Q\\
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LEA Requirements in the MV Act

Best interest provisions require LEAS

e to keep a homeless child or youth in the school of origin,
to the extent feasible, except when doing so is contrary
to the wishes of the student’s parent or guardian;

e to provide a written explanation, including a statement
regarding the right to appeal, to the parent or guardian
of a homeless student or to an unaccompanied
homeless youth, if the LEA sends the child to a school
other than the one requested

e to ensure, in the case of an unaccompanied homeless
youth, that the local liaison assists in placement or
enrollment decisions and considers the views of the

yOUth 20 MICHIGAN\Q\\
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LEA Requirements in the MV Act

Regarding enrollment and records, LEAS must

e Immediately enroll the child or youth, even
without records that are normally required

e contact the school last attended for relevant
records

e assist with obtaining Immunizations or
Immunization records

e make records available in a timely fashion
when the child or youth enrolls in a new
school or LEA

21 MlCHlGAN\t\\
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LEA Requirements in the MV Act

To mediate enrollment disputes, LEAs must

e enroll the child or youth in the school in which
enrollment is sought, pending the resolution of
the dispute

e refer the child, youth, parent, or guardian to the
local liaison to carry out the dispute resolution
process

e ensure liaisons assist an unaccompanied youth
during the dispute process

22 MlCHlGAN\t\\
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LEA Requirements in the MV Act

Comparable services provisions require LEAS

e to provide services comparable to those
received by non-homeless students

e to set aside Title | funds to provide comparable
Title | servicers to homeless students attending
non-Title | schools in the district

Coordination provisions require LEAs

e to coordinate with local social service and
housing agencies

23 MlCHlGAN\t\\
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Local Homeless Education Liaison
Responsibilities
e Meet state recommendations for liaison
training and capacity (Session at this conference!)
e Promote school and community awareness
e Collaborate with local agencies/organizations
e Ensure -
o ldentification of homeless students

o Full and equal access to services,
iIncluding appropriate referrals in district

and community
24 MlCHlGAN\t\\
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Local Homeless Education Liaison
Responsibilities (continueda)

e Ensure:

o Parents/guardians/youth are informed of
educational rights, including transportation

o Unaccompanied youth are informed of rights
and assisted with enrollment

o Compliance with state’s dispute resolution
process

e Get homeless students enrolled!
25 MICHIGAN\Q\\
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MV Liaison Resources

e National Center on Homeless Education (NCHE)

e National Association for the Education of
Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY)

e MDE’s Homeless Education Program
e Michigan’s Campaign to End Homelessness

e Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness

26 MICHIGAN\Q\\

Edication



National Center On Homeless Education
(NCHE)

The NCHE is funded by the US Dept. of Education and
serves as the Department's technical assistance and
iInformation center for the federal Education for
Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) Program.

e Research, resources and information to address

the educational needs of children experiencing
homelessness

e Supports educators and service providers by
producing training and awareness materials

A
-

. . ; . g |
e Provides training at regional and national N
conferences and events
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National Center for Homeless Education
Supporting Hhe Education of Children ond Youwtr Experiencing Homelessness

Gougemsusorn — | Site Map

About NCHE Products and Resources Training Resources ResourcesbyTopic Legislation National/State/Local Resources

Welcome to the National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE)

NCHE is the U.S. Department of Education's technical assistance and information center
for the federal Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) Program.

36000"29145

New NCHE Issue Brief | Sex Trafficking of Minors:
What Schools Need to Know to Recognize and Respond to the Trafficking of Students

< Previous Next >

m

‘

\3
What’s New Download Register Contact

on the NCHE website NCHE issue briefs NCHE products for an NCHE webinar the NCHE helpline

-
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National Center for Homeless Education
Supportvnd Hhe Educotion of Cinildaren omds Youth E ,Lpevww:w.g Homelessnissy

About Nt HE Products and Resources Iraining Resources Resources by Topic Legislation National/State/
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About NCHE Webinars ’ \A\\

NCHE hosts webinars reqularly SO that pamc\pants can train from the comfort of their office, &
without the expense and |oo\stical issues that can accompany face-to-face training. NCHE

webinars focus on issues related to the education of children and youth experiencing d
homelessness. puring NCHE webinars, presenters explain important concepts, while also e
giving participants the opportunity to ask questions and interact with each other. J

NCHE webinar Part jcipation: Equipment /Technology Needed

To pamclpate in a NCHE webinar, you must have a computer with internet access. You can connect to we

calling into the conference call number provided once you register of via your computer gpeakers and mi

Those connecting to audio via telephone can ask questions via the questions pane or over the phone. Th

to audio via computer speakers and microphone can only ask questions via the questions pane. 1f you € ’

phone, the cost of the webinar 15 that of the long distance phone call (usually around $5-10, but varies * Support f, ional cop,

your long distance carrier and plan). Kinney.yy School ;O COPES Outlingg i S
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he McKinne;va'nB .

To register, please click on the hyperllnk in the Registration column In the table pelow for the webinal
wish to participate and follow the instructions provided.

Register fora NCHE Webinar

Back-lo-sdlool Checklist for Local Homeless Fducation Liaisons
Thursday, August 28, 2014 2:00 - 3:15 pm ET (Please adjust for your time zone)
Register: ht 5t ¢ meeting.com st 9 6

Description: 1n this interactive webinar, NCHE staff and local liaison panelists from across th
strategies for starting the school year off right, including:

« developing @ to-do list to ensure that essential tasks are accomp\lshed.
« re-establishing cross-program connections and community pactnersh\ps, and

« exploring useful resources specific to helping \ocal liaisons 0 their work.

Attendees also will have the opportunity to interact with presenters and fellow attendees
and discussion periods. NCHE invites you to jearn more about how 10 manage the pusy b
efficiently and effectively.

presenters: NCHE Staff
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Print Resources

NCHE has a wide variaty of print resources avalabée to use in training yoursell or others about the McKinnay-Vanto
AL A sedaction of printed resources appears below,

NCHE has a
on Joelkit (2013 ection)

NCHE"s Homelass Lizisan Toalkkr 5 a comprehensive rasource that will assist beth new and veteran local lialsons in
carrying out their responsibiities, Draning on the expertise of practitioners with over ten years of experience In resou rceS by

implementing the McKinney-Vento Act, the 2013 edition of the Homeless Laison Toolk®t Includes requirements of the
law, good practices, sample forms, and links to resources. Seventean chagters on tapics essential to imglamenting L]
the NcKinney -Vento Act synthesize in an easy to-read format the essentials that local liaksons must know in order 1o top I C!
carry out ther responsibilities

NCHE Homeless Education 1ssue Bricts
NCHE Homeless Education [ssue Briels pravide a summary of legisiative provisions o
h,Lu S and offes tmp-'m-Nalu on strateghkes. NCHE [ssue Einu'- inchade by
Hometess Sducanan, Connecriog Schools and Disalaced S

Pavents, ana M ._.'!dJ Yanto Law ..‘:L. Pracige.

T nomeless aeducation
out ’l'l'( Serkes: Besl Practices i

- Infarmasing o

g Yow Helo Your Cond. Informaiian fos

CH esources by Topic

The Resources by Toplc partion of the NCHE website offers a broad array of hameless education resoucces provided

by varying agencies arganized by topic, Resources indude websites, reports, hriels, videas, curricuium matearials,
as PPTs that

NCHE «2aff members provide ansite technical assistance at national, state, and local training = 5. Fobowing are

some of NCHE's training presentations in PawsePoint format, They may be downloaded sad for 0[;0'-(. gw;u pe rSO nal I Ze
infarmation or for providing training to others
and use to

PowerPoin! Presenlations for Downloading

g may be custamized by adking state andior loca) rowever, the ¢
fraung s Mot hayand addving Sate andlor cal conea N, please deiece the NUMHE (090 from @

Wia -
train your
o Determining Eligibility for McKinney -ento Right d SANiCes
o g ‘-,'IA'IJ AN ,'vr»- thve School District Homeiess [n, patiun Protlocod - -
» McKinoey-Vento 101- School Access and Stability under the McKnney-yento At district staff!
e McKinney Vento ""' auEROrt 1o SChood Success and Specks !:_L'n aioos
e Paving the Way 1o College for Students Experiending Homelessness
o Supporting the Educntion of Unaccompanied Homeless Students
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National Association for the Education of
Homeless Children and Youth
(NAEHCY) NfEHCY = -

e NAEHCY is the only professional organization
specifically dedicated to meeting the educational
needs of children and youth experiencing
homelessness.

e NAEHCY provides professional development,
resources, and training support for anyone and
everyone interested in supporting the academic
success of children and youth challenged by
homelessness.

e NAEHCY also engages in federal policy advocacy
to strengthen policies and resources for homeless
children, youth, and families.
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*. DONATE

N~ NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE EDUCATION =t
OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH SEARCH Q

NAEHCY 2014
Conference

" DID YOU
KNOW

LeTendre
Scholarship Fund

Welcome

Welcome to the National Association for the Education of Homeless Children

and Youth (NAEHCY). Sign Up to Receive

' ~Aewse wara ranorted enrolled by Email Updates

HOMELESS
EDUCATION

101
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*. DONATE

R
NUOIEHCY oo ssmien SEARCH Q
About NAEHCY Advocacy & Policy Work Educational Resources Conference LeTendre Scholarship Fund News

NAEHCY Publications NAEHCY Podcasts K-12 Education Unaccomg fion Higher Education Food and Nutrition Housing Awareness Videos

NAEHCY Publications

INAEHCY Podcasts
K-12 Education

NAEHCY 2014
Conference

Unaccompanied Youth
Early Childhood Education
Higher Education

Food and Nutrition

Housing

On a regular basis,
children and youth
report that school is

CLI. ~

Awareness Videos

! Homeless
., Children and
Youth Act

» Learn more at www.helphomelessyouthnow.org

The National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY) is
the voice and social conscience for the education of children and youth experiencing
homelessness. NAEHCY accomplishes this through advocacy, partnerships, and education.
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Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness
Join us in making a diffenence... ﬂ.;

MICHIGAN COALITION
AGAINST HOMELESSNESS

Donate Now GETINFORMED  GET CONNECTED  GET INVOLVED  NAVIGATING OUR SITE FILE BROWSER T E 0

Search. .. The Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness is a nonprofit membership
organization formed as an association of emergency shelters, transitional housing
programs, nonprofit housing and service programs, government programs and

Home

HMIS Documents

Programs

Resources

Public Policy Home

Support MCAH HMIS Documents
News Programs
About Resources

Webinar Registration Public Policy
Support MCAH

About
E-News Archive Webinar Registration

May 08, 2014
Celebrating Achievement
Fight Against

Candidate Questionnaire

concerned citizens from across the state.

Homeless Resources

Display# 20 [+]
‘3 Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness 0
Subcategories
£ Affordable Housing # ofinks: 2
£ National and Statewide Advocacy Groups # of links: 18
£} Homeless Service Providers #oflinks: 7
£ Government # of links: 8
£ Information&Other #of links: §
£ Local Homelessness Assistance #of links: 4
£ Food Assistance #of finks: &
£ Health Care #oflinks: 4
£ Homeless Veterans #of finks: §
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MCAH is also
presenting a
Session on
collaboration
with MV Grant
Coordinators
at this
conference!
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Project Homeless Connect Overview

Project Homeless Connect (PHC) is designed as a
“one-stop, one-day” community onented event for
individuals who are at risk of becoming homeless or H o M E L E S s
are already homeless. These events are collaborations

of a local Continuum of Care body and endeavor to C O N N E C Tm
bring together community resources that can support

individuals and families in times of economic hardship. These range from typical social service
providers to free goods and services

PROIJECT

As a part of Michigan's Campaign to End Homelessness, the Michigan Coalition Against
Homelessness has awarded over 150 PHC grants {(underwritten by the Michigan State Housing
Development Authonty) to support communities across the state interested in hosting a local PHC
event, To date, PHC grants have assisted over 35 300 recorded guests. In addition to connecting
individiials and families to needed servicas and sunnnrds it Sserves as an onnartunity to raise

y, 19 February 2013 15:07

Homeless Awareness Week (HAW)
Home

HMIS Documents
Programs

November 15 - 23, 2014

Resources

Public Policy Taking place every November, HAW is an annual national effort to

MICMOAN COMTEN

Support MCAH
News

About

Webinar Registration

raise public awareness about issues relating to homelessness. MCAH /l_._\i
promotes HAW throughout Michigan, providing technical support to O M E LESS
assist local partners in developing events and generating local media

coverage while also taking the lead in generating media coverage on

a statewide basis.

This observance, which has taken place in Michigan for nearly 20 years, has received
acknowledgement on an annual basis from the Michigan legislature and the presiding governors.

Any individual or organization interested in getting involved in the 2014 HAW observance can
download a HAW Manual which provides ideas for various activities and tools for promoting
Homeless Awareness Week in their area.

+ Homeless Awareness Week Manual
o 2013 HAW News Release
« 2012 HAW Governor's Proclamation
¢ 2012 HAW News Release
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QUESTIONS




CO ntaCtS (Please contact in this order)

e Your MV Regional Grant Coordinator
e MV Homeless Education Monitors

Jon Behrens behrensj@michigan.gov
Ray Leighton leightonr@michigan.gov
Susan Whitener whiteners@michigan.gov

e Michigan Department Of Education

Office of Field Services, Special Populations Unit

MV Homeless Education Program

Pam Kies-Lowe, State Coordinator for Homeless Education
Kies-lowe@michigan.gov

517-241-1162
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